
Review >> Action
- Too many points >> Scale down and focus
- Excessive description of plot and character >> Provide 2-4 lines worth of evidence from the text
- No ‘analysis’ of HOW >> 
- No ‘purpose’ or WHY >> Give your interpretation of what the writer is suggesting (e.g. about women 

& work)

An example that shows potential
Discuss the role and presentation of Joyce in Top Girls.

Joyce is presented as the typical working-class female who works as a home-maker. She is Marlene’s 
sister and takes care of Angie, Marlene’s child for her. The audience also believes that Angie is Joyce’s 
daughter all the way till the end of Act 2. Angie, although Marlene’s sister, is very di!erent from 
Marlene. Although they grew up in the same working-class family, Joyce is oppressed by Marlene by 
taking care of Angie, for instance which helps Marlene excel as a ‘Top Girl’ while Joyce remains in the 
working class. She represents the majority of the women during the time of Thatcher’s ‘rule’. This is 
shown from her use of foul language on Angie or verbal violence. This shows how women love to 
oppress others in order to succeed or make it big and show the divisiveness of the system. Joyce shows 
the contrast between the Top Girls and the working-class women through the constant comparison of 
Joyce to Marlene throughout the play.

Your thoughts on the above example?

What will be your main area for improvement as you rewrite your paragraph? (e.g. Discussing purpose)

What are you not confident about in your rewrite? (e.g. Not sure what ‘purpose’ is)
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A ‘good paragraph’ built from Mr. Kang’s Act 3 Lecture
Discuss the presentation of Marlene with specific reference to Act 3 of Top Girls.

Topic Sentence
WHAT Marlene is portrayed in Act 3 as a product of Thatcher-era England HOW who cruelly oppresses her own 
sister and daughter. WHY By exposing Marlene’s heartlessness and egocentricity, Act 3 ultimately puts forward 
the idea that the a!uence some women have enjoyed under Thatcher’s conservative government come at the 
expense of the majority.

Your topic sentence should contain an outline of the paragraph, showing ‘how Marlene is presented’ as well ‘why she is 
presented this way’.

Elaboration on ‘HOW’
The domestic setting of Act 3 itself heightens the abusiveness of Marlene’s dramatic dialogue. As she pays a visit 
to Joyce’s home, the audience does not expect women, let alone sisters, to engage in the mutually hateful 
language that pervades the Act 3. Churchill leads her audience to be disturbed by Marlene’s dismissive tone, as 
she sharply declares that ‘If they’re stupid, lazy or frightened, I’m not going to help them get a job’ (86). Marlene 
is so convicted that she is blameless perhaps even of Joyce and Angie’s situation, suggested by her curt phrase, 
‘why should I?’ (86) Even when Joyce seeks to draw her empathy by pointing out how Angie too is ‘stupid, lazy, 
frightened’, Marlene continues to disregard Joyce, pretending that ‘You run [Angie] down too much, [Angie]’ll be 
alright’ (86). The audience, already aware of how Marlene condemns Angie to be no more than a packer at Tesco 
in Act 2, is both disturbed and disgusted by Marlene’s utter insensitivity to her own family. This portrayal of 
Marlene as fascist-like cruel (a la Thatcher, ‘Hitlerina’) in Act 3 is exemplified by the use of  ‘it’ (80). Marlene 
sees Angie, whom the audience discovers to be her daughter, as a ‘thing’, an ‘it’. This is repeated twice to dramatic 
e"ect: ‘You wanted it, you said you were glad, you said I’m glad you never got rid of it, I’ll look after it, you said 
that down by the river.’ Marlene’s later mocking reference to Joyce in ‘So what are you saying, sunshine, you 
don’t want her?’ further inflates Marlene’s heartlessness in the eyes of the audience. 

Analysis should occupy 4-8 sentences to form the bulk of your paragraph. 
You should clearly identify dramatic methods and cite 2-5 lines of evidence from the text itself. 
No summary or vague description! Comment on dramatic e!ects (e.g. violent, provocative) where possible.

Elaboration on ‘WHY’
As a ‘Top Girl’ preoccupied with her own success, Marlene is seen to be representative of the ‘successful’ woman 
of Thatcher-era England. The price of winning at the workplace is, Churchill suggests, the abandonment of 
responsibilities and relations central to the female identity of caregiver. Marlene’s egocentricity also highlights 
the equally pathetic plight of Joyce and Angie, as female victims of the ‘Top Girls’ in society who, far from caring 
and being responsible, turn against them in ways that - one suspects - can either frighten or incite a female 
audience.

‘Why’ is relatively up to you, so long as you link your own interpretation to the analysis you present in the ‘body’ of your 
paragraph. Try to cap this to 2-4 sentences, as you don’t want to get carried away describing.
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