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Everything was being 
destroyed, see, but it 
seemed to me that one 
new thing was made.
Chris Keller (Act One, 34)



WAR



MILITARY  
INDUSTRIAL
COMPLEX
AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION
AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH



THE WOLVES
OF WAR STREET

A WORLD WAR II INJUSTICE

EVERYBODY KNEW A LOT OF ILLICIT FORTUNES WERE BEING MADE. ALL THE RULES WERE BEING VIOLATED EVERY DAY BUT YOU DIDN’T WANT TO MENTION IT.



INSPIRED BY TRUE STORIES
OF RUTHLESS PROFITEERING?



Joe Keller (Act Two, 77)

Your stuff is no good, they close you 
up, they tear up your contracts. 
What the hell’s it to them? You lay 
forty years into a business and they 
knock you out in five minutes…

OR A RUTHLESS BUSINESS?



Joe Keller (Act Three, 89)

It’s dollars and cents, 
nickels and dimes;  
war and peace, it’s 
nickels and dimes.



He'd like to take every 
man who made money in 
the war and put him up 
against a wall.
George (Act Two, 69)

THE TRUMAN 
COMMITTEE
(1941-1948)



AMERICAN
DREAM

THE



Middle-class
A GROWING



BETTER 
RICHER 
FULLER

LIFE SHOULD BE

FOR EVERYONE
James Truslow Adams



The pursuit of  
material happiness.



Act One, 3

The house is two stories high and has seven rooms… cost 
perhaps fifteen thousand in the early twenties when it was built. 
Now it is nicely painted, looks tight and comfortable, green... 



I’m going to build you a house, stone, 
with a driveway from the road.

Oh Annie, Annie... 
I'm going to make 
a fortune for you!

Joe speaking to Chris (Act One, 41)

Chris (Act One, 38)



NUCLEAR FAMILY



Four
FAMILIES OF

+

SOCIAL 
SEGMENTATION

INCREASED 
CONSUMPTION



A MODEL FAMILY

http://youtu.be/9EzPxx7S9Us?t=1m26s


None of us changed, 
Georgie. We all love you. 
I got a ham in the icebox, and frozen 
strawberries, and avocados, and —

You’re the only one I know 
who loves his parents.

Mother (Act Two, 64)

Ann speaking to Chris (Act One, 35)



DYSFUNCTION
modern



I don't know. I'm beginning to think 
we don't really know [Chris].
Mother (Act Three, 83)

(pulling violently away from him) 
Don't do that, Dad. I'm going to 
hurt you if you do that.
Chris (Act Three, 88)



SOCIAL
CONTRACT

THE



Society
Individual

social and moral 
obligationsecurity



NATURE
STATE OF



Hobbes

Locke

self-interest 
ruthless competition

honour and duty 
peace and harmony

‘This is the land of the great big dogs’ (88)

An ideal: ‘man for man’ responsibility (38)
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^ CORRUPTION 
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Miller is writing in response to 
‘a society that privileged the 
individual, that preached the 
virtues of competition, that 
substituted the material for 
the spiritual...
Christopher Bigsby, Arthur Miller: A Critical Study (79)



1. Keller’s version of events (p32) 34:00-39:20 

2. Chris-George argument (p59) 1:10:30-1:16:10 

3. Chris-Keller conflict (p75) 1:36:10-1:40:25

SCREENING



CONCERNS
AT A GLANCE
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Social responsibility



FATHERS
AND SONS



Nothin's bigger than that. And 
you're going to tell him, you 
understand? I'm his father 
and he's my son, and if 
there's something bigger than 
that I'll put a bullet in my head! 
Keller (Act Two, 53)





LOYALTY TO ONE’S FAMILY



A... responsibility. Man for man...

Dad and I are stupid people. We 
don’t know anything. You’ve got 
to protect us.

Social responsibility

Tribalism

To him they were all my sons.



unrelatedness
fortress 
of

What is it? 
Anti-social values: the brazen 
disregard of the group’s interests. 
!

The result? 
A ‘jungle existence’: animalistic, 
predatory, carnivorous behaviour.



possessionsmoney conveniences



Service 
Sacrifice 
Altruism



You can be better! … There’s a 
universe of people…you’re 
responsible to

What the hell do you think I was 
thinking of, the goddam 
business? Is that as far as your 
mind can see, the business?

Idealism

Materialism



TRUTH AND REVELATION

DENIAL AND DECEPTION



I ignore what I gotta ignore.

There's not a person on the block 
who doesn't know the truth.

Denial

Truth

Except I wasn’t [guilty]… I wasn’t



GUILT AND SHAME

ATONEMENT AND PENITENCE



I felt... ashamed somehow...  
I felt wrong to be alive...

?Forget now. Live.
A shot is heard in the house. 

I can't sleep here. I'll feel better if I go [to jail].

Guilt

Atonement



PURPOSE 



1. anti-war profiteering 
2. moral responsibility 
3. anti-materialism 
4. loss & suffering 
5. private tragedy.



A CALL

FOR



social solidarity 
transcendent values 

yet ‘see it human’
ARTHUR MILLER



ALL 
OUR 
SONS

FOR THEY ARE

AND OUR DAUGHTERS


