
 

Get into groups of 3-5 members. Select one question and write an outline or full essay. If writing an outline, 
have clear WHAT, HOW, WHY (Concern) and WHY (Link) labels. Share your work. !

Consult your tutor in a group to discuss: (i) methods, concerns and links that you covered as well as those 
you may have missed; (ii) essay structure and thesis construction. We will start by reading every essay or 

outline in a circle, after which I will provide some comments and you will ask more questions. !
Sharing is caring but in Literature, sharing your personal response and analysis is everything. You each see 

things differently, so reading each other’s work will keep the brain alive. It is also important that you amass 
resources in this crucial revision stage; the more, the merrier.
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P3 REVISION ROUNDTABLE 
SET TEXT COMPARISON !

PAST YEAR QUESTIONS 
The specimen paper posed questions about (a) the construction of the social ‘outsider’ and (b) the 
tension between individual self-expression and social pressure. !
The 2013 ‘A’ Level paper tested your seniors’ understanding of (a) individuals’ reactions to social 
occasions and (b) individuals learning acceptable behaviour from social interaction. !!
QUESTIONS 
1. With detailed reference to any two of the texts you have studied, compare ways in which the writers 

explore the individual’s struggle for power. !!
2. Compare the ways in which two texts you have studied present the transformation of individuals in 

their societies. !!
3. ‘Resist or perish.’ 

In the light of this comment, compare the ways in which two texts you have studied deal with the 
independence of individuals from their societies. (2013 SAJC Prelim, adapted) !!

4. Compare the ways in which two texts you have studied present the importance of place and 
background to the individual in society. 



P3 REVISION ROUNDTABLE 
SINGLE TEXT ESSAY QUESTIONS !

A FEW MATHEMATICAL OBSERVATIONS 
Section C of the elective paper obviously presents you many choices across three texts but there is 
some predictability in the setting of topics. The two options for each text will naturally be based on a mix 
of triggers; the most common pairing is that between character-trigger (e.g. Mitch, Othello’s role, 
Dimmesdale) and concern-trigger (e.g. damage to individuals, honesty). The method-trigger (e.g. ‘The 
Custom-House’) is far more common here than in Paper 1, but is still relatively uncommon, occupying 
22% of the 2013 paper (4 out of 18 questions) and 17% (3 out of 18) in the specimen paper. !
Common method-triggers include (i) the significance of an Act or Chapter within a text; (ii) the use of 
imagery or motifs and; (iii) narrative / dramatic structure, such as ‘chronology’. For character-trigger 
questions, Cambridge seems to have exhausted our supply of minor characters, having already based 
questions on Pearl, Stella, Mitch and Emilia. The remaining ‘minor’ characters include: Chillingworth, 
Desdemona, Cassio. You should expect a more specific definition for the key characters like Hester, 
Blanche, Stanley, Iago and Othello (e.g. Othello’s military role). Concern-trigger questions can range 
from vague to specific, but generally revolve around the place of an individual or the tensions between 
the individual and society. !!
PAST YEAR QUESTIONS ON THE SCARLET LETTER 
Your 2013 seniors were tasked to examine (a) how ‘The Custom-House’ prepares the reader for the 
novel’s presentation of the individual and society and (b) ’depictions of the psychology of Dimmesdale’ 
in relation to the theme of ‘the individual under social pressures’. The specimen paper proposed (a) 
‘Hawthorne’s presentations of social punishment’ and (b) ‘Hawthorne’s characterisation of Pearl’. !
QUESTIONS ON THE SCARLET LETTER 
1. In what ways does Hawthorne use fantasy and the supernatural in the portrayal of Hester’s plight? !
2. ‘The narrator shifts between condemnation of the puritan leaders and a gratifying respect for their 

piety.’ How does the narrator contribute to the presentation of the individual and society in A 
Scarlet Letter? !

3. How does Hawthorne explore the conflict between the individual’s subversive impulses and the 
expectations of society? !

4. Hester tells Dimmesdale, ‘What we did had a consecration of its own. We felt it so. We said so to 
each other.’ Discuss the presentation of the relationship between Hester and Dimmesdale, and what 
it contributes to the depiction of the individual and society. !!



PAST YEAR QUESTIONS ON A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE 
The 2013 paper considered the (a) characterisation of Mitch and his place in the social world; (b) ‘how 
far the society causes damage to individuals within it’. The specimen paper asks to (a) ‘consider 
Williams’s use of the ‘incongruous’ within a social setting’ and (b) his characterisation of Stella and her 
adjustment to her social environment. !
QUESTIONS ON A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE 
1. ‘Williams’s stage has a musical quality, where truth and reality become highly subjective.’ 

How does setting contribute to the presentation of the individual and society in the play?  !
2. Discuss Williams's characterisation of Stella, and her place in the social world of A Streetcar Named 

Desire. !
3. ‘It’s a Barnum and Bailey world, Just as phony as it can be—’ (Scene VII) 

How far do you think this comment reflects the society presented in A Streetcar Named Desire? !
4. ‘We’ve had this date with each other from the beginning.’ (Scene XI) 

To what extent do the effects of A Streetcar Named Desire validate this statement? !!!
PAST YEAR QUESTIONS ON OTHELLO 
The focus of last year’s paper was on (a) the significance of ‘honesty’ and ‘seeming’  in the society of the 
play and (b) the presentation of Othello’s military role. The specimen paper called for (a) the 
presentation and importance of individual ‘good name’ in the social world of Othello and (b) the role and 
characterisation of Emilia relative to her place in society. !
QUESTIONS ON OTHELLO 
1. Explore Shakespeare's presentation of Iago's malice in the society of Venice. !
2. ‘Iago dominates the play because he possesses exceptional individual qualities of will and intellect.’  

How far do you agree with this comment? !
3. ‘In Venice they do let God see the pranks / They dare not show their husbands.’ (Act 3, Scene 3)  

Discuss the presentation of female characters in relation to their place in the society of the play. !
4. ‘Rude am I in my speech.’ (Act 1, Scene 3)  

Consider how Shakespeare’s use of speech and rhetorical devices depicts the relationship between 
the individual and society. 


